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This volume should be available to all clinicians caring for patients with this con-
fusing group of disorders. Hematologists, geneticists, general surgeons, and pedia-
tricians will find it of great value. Investigators whose field of interest includes the
lysosomal storage diseases and the function of lysosomal hydrolases will also find it
of value, particularly from the methodological point of view.
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GENETIC EYE DISEASES: RETINITIS PIGMENTOSA AND OTHER INHERITED EYE
DISORDERS. Edited by Edward Cotlier, Irene H. Maumenee, and Alaine R. Berman.
New York, Alan R. Liss, Inc., 1982. 746 pp. $76.00.
The volume is the report of a symposium involving participants from all over the
world. It is'divided into several sections, including sections on genetic research and
ophthalmology, retinal pigment epithelium and experimental retinal degeneration,
retinitis pigmentosa, gyrate atrophy of the retina and choroid, retinal degeneration
syndromes, albinism, lysosomal storage diseases, corneal diseases, connective tissue
diseases ofthe eye, syndromes involving the eye, and retinoblastoma. The papers are
written by acknowledged experts in the field. The book is not organized as a text-
book or a didactic presentation but is rather a compendium of reviews and reports
of some recent developments in our understanding of these disorders. It also in-
cludes the Franceschetti Memorial Lecture by Mette Warburg, entitled "Diagnostic
Precision in Microphthalmos and Coloboma of Heterogeneous Origin." This is an
interesting, up-to-date review of the various environmental and genetic causes of
microphthalmos with and without coloboma. It will be useful to dysmorphologists
and ophthalmologists evaluating children with such findings.
Several papers involving the study of cultured retinal epithelial cells with new
techniques to look at metabolism in these cells in vitro opens up exciting new
avenues in the understanding of human retinal diseases, especially retinitis pigmen-
tosa. Several interesting electron micrographs are also presented, and the
photographic reproduction is excellent. Particularly good are microscopic data on
cultured retinal cells in retinitis pigmentosa.
Another paper reviews a recessively inherited dog model and also a rat model for
retinitis pigmentosa. Several attempts at genetic analysis in retinitis pigmentosa
demonstrate an effort to sort out the complex genetics of this severe disorder. The
section on therapy of gyrate atrophy of the retina and choroid is particularly useful
because of the potential of treatment in this group of disorders. Two reports of a
trial oflowprotein, low arginine diets and vitamin B6 supplementation present much
visual function data and careful measurements, as well as a demonstration of the
genetic heterogenity in this disorder. There are case reports ofsuch genetically deter-
mined retinal degenerations as well as some of retinal dystrophies, lysomal storage
diseases which include ocular manifestations, and theoptic tract and visual cortex in
albinism. A review of the eye abnormalities in Marfan syndrome reviews the in-
cidence and progression of the eye disease in that condition. A report of a large
study of patients with the Wagner-Stickler syndrome will be of great interest and
help to clinicians.
This volume will be of value and interest to opthalmologists who care for patients
with genetic disorders and whose help is needed in making the diagnosis in many ofBOOK REVIEWS 259
these patients. It will also be of value to the geneticists caring for patients and trying
to assemble recurrence risk data and to identify modes of genetic transmission. It
should be available in the medical libraries for the reference of other general clini-
cians but will probably not be useful in their own personal libraries.
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DYSMORPHOLOGY. Edited by William L. Nyhan and Kenneth Lyons Jones. New
York, Alan R. Liss, Inc., 1982. 325 pp. $56.00.
This volume is a report of a meeting sponsored by the March of Dimes-Birth
Defects Foundation at the University of California, San Diego, in June of 1981. It
consists of a series of original papers which were presented at the conference and is
divided into two sections: one on syndromes and the second on cytogenetics.
A large variety of interesting papers on the subject of dysmorphology discuss a
rather broad variety ofsyndromes including the Meckel syndrome, the lethal variant
of metatrophic dwarfism, and a number of other new and rarely reported syndromes.
An interesting paper by King considers the relationship of hydrops fetalis to genetic
disorders. This is particularly timely since non-immunological causes of hydrops
fetalis are becoming more common now that prevention of Rh incompatibility is
such a usual part of prenatal practice. The clinical geneticist is often confronted with
the question of the relationship of hydrops to other genetic disease and this paper is
ofhelp in resolving such questions. Several interesting sonograms are published, and
these will be useful to those involved in prenatal diagnosis.
The cytogenetic section consists entirely of case reports of various chromosome
abnormalities. The paper by Blackburn et al. considers 55 cases of mosaic and com-
plete triploidy. This is a very large series and will be of help to those caring for
families in which such a child is being born. While the birth of a completely triploid
infant is extremely rare, this study points out the features of most types of triploidy
and reminds one of the indications for karyotyping infants with dysmorphic
features. The paper by Peters on partial tetrasomy ofchromosome 9 is an interesting
case report ofthis extremely rare syndrome and has some nice photographs ofband-
ed chromosomes demonstrating the tetrasomy for chromosome 9.
This book will be of great use to pediatric geneticists and those doing pediatric
dysmorphology. It will not be of particular help to practicing pediatricians, as it is a
collection of original articles and not a textbook which takes a particular direction.
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SYNOPSIS OF NEUROANATOMY. By Howard A. Marzke and Floyd M. Foltz. New
York, Oxford University Press, 1983. 170 pp. $8.95. Paperbound.
The authors' purpose in writing Synopsis of Neuroanatomy, as stated in the
preface to the first edition (which is included in the fourth edition) is to provide a
"clear, concise, and yet comprehensive account of neuroanatomy." This book
fulfills the first two requirements, as it is both short (159 pages of text) and easy to
read, but it is somewhat lacking in the last.